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Phalaenopsis pulchra 

 comes from the Philippines 

 growing as epiphyte at elevations from 

100-650 m 

 grows in shaded conditions in warm to 

hot temperatures 

 requires good air movement 

 plants should be kept moist with only 

slight drying allowed between waterings 

 conditions around roots should not be 

allowed to become stale or soggy 

 growing media should contain some 

water retentive material such as 

sphagnum moss or perlite 

 

Phalaenopsis fasciata 

 comes from the Philippines 

 grows in hot, shaded conditions in 

temperature ranges from around 31-33°C 

during the day and nights about 24°C 

 plants should be kept moist 

 potting mix used is bark with some 

moisture retaining material such as 

sphagnum moss or perlite 

 
 



 

Phalaenopsis cornu-cervi 

 widespread from northeast India through 

Myanmar, Thailand, Malaya, Sumatra, 

Java and Borneo 

 grows in dappled light conditions in 

warm to hot temperatures 

 will grow luxuriously in deep shade but 

will produce more blooms when light is 

high enough to turn leaves yellowish 

 good air movement is necessary 

particularly if plants are grown in 

brighter conditions 

 plants should be watered regularly but 

allowed to dry out between waterings 

 

Bulbophyllum makoyanum 

 

 
 



 

Bulbophyllum baileyi 

 

Bulbophyllum carunculatum 
Currently considered by the World Checklist of 

Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Bulbophyllum amplebracteatum 

subsp. carunculatum 

 
 



 

Bulbophyllum schinzianum 
Currently the World Checklist of Selected Plant 

Families recognises Bulbophyllum schinzianum 

var. phaeopogon as well as Bulbophyllum 

schinzianum. OrchidWiz X3.2 images suggest 

this orchid may be Bulbophyllum schinzianum 

var. phaeopogon. 

 

Phalaenopsis violacea ‘Blue’ 

 Borneo, Sumatra, Malay Peninsula 

 epiphyte on lowland trees especially 

along watercourses 

 needs warmth, humidity and good air 

movement 

 grown over a tray of moist coconut husk 

 watered three times a week in summer 

and once a week in winter 

 fertilized with low nitrogen fertilizer 

 
 

 

Dendrobium bigibbum var. compactum ‘LD’ 

 eastern side of Cape York Peninsular 

from Daintree River to Cairns 

 lithophyte on rocks and boulders, cliff 

faces and slopes 

 often exposed to full sun 

 short fat pseudobulbs up to 250 mm high 

with lilac-purple flowers that are usually 

flat 

 colour variants include white and blue 

 there is 1 named blue cultivar (‘Blue 

Moon’) 

 



Dendrobium monophyllum 

 east coast of Australia from Cooktown to 

Grafton 

 wide-spread and common on cliff faces, 

rocks and upper branches of trees in full 

sun 

 needs bright light and humidity 

 flowers throughout the year 

 cultivated on slab with copious amounts 

of water in summer but less in winter 

 

 
 

 

Phalaenopsis equestris 

 Philippines and Taiwan 

 grows as an epiphyte at low altitudes in 

humid forests 

 grown over a tray of coconut husk that is 

kept wet 

 this species has been potted in bark and 

fertilized with low nitrogen 

 



Phalaenopsis cornu-cervi 

 found from India to Java and Borneo 

 grows as an epiphyte or occasionally as a 

lithophyte at low to moderate altitudes in 

humid forests where there is bright light 

 grown over a tray of coconut husk that is 

kept wet 

 this species has been potted in bark and 

fertilized with low nitrogen 

 exposure of flowers to bright light when 

opening results in golden yellow flower 

colours (refer colour variation of flowers 

in bottom photograph) 

 

 
 

 

Luisia teretifolia 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Luisia tristis 

 north-eastern Queensland from Bamaga 

to Daintree River, Northern Territory, 

New Guinea, Indonesia and Malaysia 

 grows on mangroves, rainforests, humid 

coastal scrubs on trees with scaly bark 

 likes bright light 

 flowers in summer 

 small clusters of up to ten flowers per 

stem 



 

Phalaenopsis violacea 

 
 

 

Phalaenopsis pulcherrima 'Surat Red' 

This orchid had a name label of 

Phalaenopsis pulcherrima var. surat ‘Red’ 
however the World Checklist of Selected 

Plant Families currently does not list 

Phalaenopsis pulcherrima var. surat as an 

accepted name or a homotypic synonym so I 

have made Surat part of the clonal name 

 

Dendrochilum macranthum 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Dendrochilum latifolium var. 

macranthum 

 occurs naturally on Luzon, Leyte and 

Negros islands and the Visayan islands 

(group of islands including Leyte and 

Negros islands) of the Philippines 

 grows above 1,200 m 

 flowers locally in February 

 
 



 

Bulbophyllum recurvilabre 

 occurs naturally in the Philippines 

 flowers locally in December, January, 

February, March and April 

 



Kingidium minus 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Phalaenopsis finleyi 

 occurs naturally in Thailand and Vietnam 

 flowers locally in October, December, 

January and February 

 
 

 

Psychopsis sanderae 

 occurs naturally in Peru (Huánuco) and 

Brazil (Roraima) 

 flowers locally in January, February and 

March 



 

 
 

Aerangis punctata 

 occurs naturally in central Madagascar 

 grows at 900-1,500 m elevation 

 flowers locally in February and March 

 
 



 

 

Grammatophyllum scriptum var. citrinum 
Currently considered by the World Checklist of 

Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Grammatophyllum multiflorum 

var. multiflorum that only occurs naturally in 

the Philippines 

 epiphyte 

 sea level to 100 m altitude 

 Borneo, the Lesser Sunda Islands, the 

Moluccas, the Philippines, Sulawesi, the 

Solomon Islands, the Bismarck 

Archipelago, Papua and New Guinea, 

Fiji and Santa Cruz Islands 

 grows as a large to giant sized 

 hot growing orchid that blooms on a 

120 cm long erect to arching 

inflorescence arising from the base of a 

mature pseudobulb 

 it has many waxy flowers with imperfect 

ones on the bottom few rows 

 flowering occur in late spring or summer 

 it is always found close to the coast 

where it overhanging beaches and 

lagoons 

 it grows in coconut plantations on the 

trunks and also on tree trunks and 

branches in bright light 

 Ambon Island native people make a 

paste from the pseudobulb to heal sores 

 other peoples use this plant to cure 

intestinal ailments and a cleanser for 

worms 

 peoples of the spice islands have been 

known to make a love potion from the 

seeds of this species 

 

Cleisostoma filiforme 

 epiphyte 

 Chinese Himalayas, Assam, eastern 

Himalayas, Nepal, Sikkim, Myanmar, 

Thailand, Laos and Vietnam 

 grows as a small to large sized hot to 

warm pendulous growing species with 

terete to semi-terete leaves and blooms in 

the summer and autumn with as many as 

30 flowers on the inflorescence 

 



 

 

Smitinandia helferi 

 Andaman Island, Myanmar, peninsular 

Malaysia, Thailand, Laos and Vietnam 

 grows as a miniature to small sized hot 

to warm growing species that blooms in 

the summer with many successively 

opening flowers 

 

Brassia pumila 

 epiphyte 

 up to 1,000 m altitude 

 Peru and Venezuela 

 growing in the hot to warm wet 

mountain forests generally in moderately 

shaded situations 

 
 



 

Encyclia cochleata var. alba ‘Tinonee’ 
Currently considered by the World Checklist of 

Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Prosthechea cochleata ‘Tinonee’ 

 epiphyte 

 sea level to 200 m altitude 

 Florida, USA and the West Indies 

through Mexico to Colombia and 

Venezuela 

 growing in bright indirect light with high 

humidity and good air movement 

 

Vanda merrillii var. compactum ‘#1’ 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Vanda merrillii 

 epiphyte 

 500 m altitude 

 occurs naturally in the Philippines on the 

islands of Luzon and Negros 

 this is the compact or dwarf form and 

only grows to about 25 to 30 cm 

 it will branch freely but flowers 

sparingly in the spring to summer and 

the flowers are only about 3 cm across 

 it has the un-usual habit that it flowers 

from the apex of the growth once only 

and it then flowers from the next or 

adjacent growth 

 there is a larger form which is very 

similar to Vanda tricolor in growth and  

flower size but the flowers are similar to 

the compact form 

 

 

 

Phalaenopsis fasciata 

 epiphyte 

 low altitudes 

 Philippines on the islands of Luzon, 

Bohol and Mindanao 

 grows in the hot humid rain forest as a 

small sized hot growing species and it 

blooms from summer through autumn 

 the long-lasting flowers are fleshy, waxy 

and fragrant 

 the inflorescence can produce new 

flowers for years so remove them only if 

they are dead 

 



Dendrobium mutabile 

 epiphyte 

 up to 700 m altitude 

 India, the Ryukyu Islands, Sumatra and 

Java 

 grows on the outer branches in open 

forests as a small sized hot to warm 

growing orchid but it can tolerate cooler 

conditions 

 it has drooping frequently branching 

stems 

 the variable coloured flowers can last 

about 2 weeks and can bloom throughout 

the year 

 
 

 

Dendrochilum odoratum 

 epiphyte 

 1,200 to 1,500 m altitude 

 peninsular Malaysia and Sumatra 

 grows in montane forests on branches of 

moss covered trees as a small to medium 

sized cool growing orchid that blooms in 

the summer and carries scented flowers 

 



Miltonia spectabilis 

 epiphyte 

 around 800 m altitude 

 eastern Brazil and Venezuela 

 grows in open forests as a medium sized 

warm to cool growing orchid that 

blooms in the summer and autumn 

 the alba form is very slow growing and 

does not produce the double growths to 

each pseudobulb 

 it is very difficult to divide 

 
 

 

Bulbophyllum maximum 

 600 to 2,100 m altitude 

 Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, 

Liberia, Nigeria, Gabon, Gulf of Guinea 

Islands, Cameroon, Central African 

Republic, Zaire, Uganda, Kenya, 

Ethiopia, Tanzania, Mozambique, 

Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Angola 

 grows as a miniature sized hot to warm 

growing orchid in open woodlands and 

riverine forests and blooms in the 

autumn on a 50 cm or more long 

inflorescence arising on a mature 

pseudobulb with as many as 50 small 

successive opening flowers spread out 

along the leaf like flattened rachis with 

dentate edges 

 



Epidendrum viviparum 

 epiphyte 

 190 to 450 m altitude 

 Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, 

Brazil and the Guianas 

 grows in the subtropical forests as a 

medium sized hot growing epiphyte that 

has the strange habit of putting out 

keikis on top of keikis and is not 

uncommon to have three or four sets of 

plants growing on one inflorescence one 

stacked above the other (note cut off 

flower spike to encourage growth from 

bottom) 

 
 

 

Arachnis labrosa 

 epiphyte or lithophyte 

 800 to 1,700 m altitude 

 eastern Himalayas, Assam India, Bhutan, 

Sikkim, Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, 

Hainan and Yunnan China to Taiwan 

 grows in sparse woods and on forests 

margins on trunks of large trees and on 

rocks as a large sized warm to cool 

growing monopodial orchid that blooms 

in the later summer with up to 10 

flowers on a 60 cm + pendant 

inflorescence with waxy fragrant flowers 

 



Habenaria dentata ‘C’ 

 terrestrial 

 600 to 800 m altitude 

 Assam, eastern Himalayas, Nepal, 

western Himalayas, Bhutan, Myanmar, 

Thailand, Malaysia, Cambodia, Laos, 

Vietnam, the Philippines, Ryukyu 

Islands, China, Taiwan and Japan 

 grows as a cool to hot orchid in open 

secondary grasslands in semi-deciduous 

and deciduous dry lowland forests and 

savanna-like woodlands 

 it blooms in the late summer and autumn 

on stems up to 60 cm tall 

 the flowers seem to self-pollinate 
 

 

 

Brassavola nodosa 

 

Cattleya loddigesii 

 epiphyte or lithophyte 

 sea level 

 Bahia Brazil south to Argentina and 

Paraguay 

 grows as a medium sized cool to warm 

growing bifoliate orchid that is found 

near the coast in both sun and shade 

 blooms in the late summer with up to 9 

waxy fragrant long-lived colour variable 

flowers 

 
 



 

 

Habenaria myriotricha 

 occurs naturally in Yunnan, Laos, 

Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam 

 flowers locally in February 

 



Smitinandia helferi 

 
 

 

Phalaenopsis cornu-cervi f. chattaladae 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Phalaenopsis cornu-cervi 

 



Epidendrum fragrans 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Prosthechea fragrans 

 
 

 

Renanthera breviflora 

(Renanthera matutina var. breviflora) 

 epiphyte 

 600 m altitude 

 Sabah Borneo and Sulu Island of the 

Philippines 

 grows in hill forests as a small to 

medium sized hot to warm growing 

orchid that blooms in the autumn 

 

Malaxis latifolia 

Currently considered by the World Checklist 

of Selected Plant Families to be a homotypic 

synonym of Dienia ophrydis 

 terrestrial 

 at medium altitudes 

 north-eastern Queensland from tip of 

Cape York to Townsville (including 

Ellinjaa Falls near Atherton), New 

Guinea, Indonesia, Malaysia, India to 

Japan 

 grows on the rainforest floor along 

protected stream banks in open forests 

and sometimes close to low lying 

swampy areas 
 

 


